
annunciation
an	opera	in	two	acts

(excerpts)

story	and	libretto	by	Olivia	Ephraim	Pepper

(2021)

music	by	David	Carlton	Adams



Score	in	C

annunciation:	an	opera	in	two	acts

Lily	has	been	wronged,	sought	justice,	and	been	denied.	At	the	end	of	her	rope,	she	turns	to	a	book	of	spells.	At	 rst	she	believes	she	has	been	unsuccessful,	until	a
Stranger	appears	claiming	to	be	able	to	offer	her	vengeance...

This	music	was	written	as	a	part	of	Tony	Arnold's	Opera	Etudes	program	at	Peabody.	
A	video	production	directed	by	Garnett	Bruce	is	forthcoming.	

Writing	began	2/19/21,	a	process	which	included	recording	the	striking	and	shattering	of	glass,	the	analysis	of	those	sounds,	the	discovery	of	a	soundworld	drawing	from
this	data,	and	careful	editing	of	the	libretto.	

About	the	original	recording:
Live	6-person	chamber	orchestral	rehearsals	(masked,	distanced,	and	in	short	increments)	took	place	4/19	and	4/21/21,	with	strict	CoVid	protocols	allowing	less	than	2
total	hours	of	rehearsal	time.	The	live	orchestra	was	recorded	in	two	30	minute	sessions	on	4/26/21,	conducted	by	Samuel	Hollister,	whose	attentive	work	and	remarkable
leadership	contributed	immeasurably	to	the	success	of	the	recording	session.	
Room	recorded	by	Peabody	Recording	Arts;	
Spot	mics	engineered	by	the	composer.	
Mixed	by	the	composer.	
Mastered	by	David	Sexton.	

Flute
Horn	in	F

Vox	Angeli	I	(Sop)
Vox	Angeli	II	(Sop)
Vox	Angeli	III	(Mz)

Lily	(Sop)
The	Stranger	(Bar)

Piano

Electronics

Violin
Viola
Electric	Guitar	1
Electric	Guitar	2
Contrabass

(Rehearsal	Piano)

rectangular	noteheads	indicate	"white	noise"	type	sounds

squiggle	noteheads	indicate	more	textured	noisy	techniques

lines	(both	straight	and	squiggly)	indicate	duration	of	note	or	technique	(as	per	Gould)































   


    

  

  
 


 

 

   

 

   

 
  



    

  

  



 







 




    

   

  






 




 



 

   

     

 

 










 



 


 


 






















 
 
 







  
 

      



 

  

 

 


 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 




























 





































senza	vib.


col	legno	tratto ord.

  

  




thick,	heavy,	and	slow 	=	50
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Flute

Horn	in	F

Vox	Angeli	I	(S)

Vox	Angeli	II	(S)

Vox	Angeli	III	(Mz)

Lily	(S.)

Luc	(Bar.)

Piano

Electronics

Violin

Viola

Electric	Guitar	1

Electric	Guitar	2

Contrabass

Rehearsal	Piano










blow	air	through	 ute lip	bend	down	to	G#

blow	air	through	horn

scratch	strings	with	guitar	pick R.H.	pizz	gliss

let	vibrate

smack	very	low	strings	with	palm
sound	like	a	bass	drum

strike	5	jars

16" 21" 23" 28" 32" 35"

break	the	 rst	jar

bow	on	bridge

harsh,	scratchy

more	sul	pont.

bow	on	bridge more	sul	pont.

scratch	strings	with	pick

white	noise	
("ss"	into	pickups?)

scordatura
C#GDG

con	ped
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C	SCORE annunciation

Act	I	Scene	II
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col	legno	tratto ord.

    

    



l l

l l

l l

a lone

Fl.

Hn	in	F

VxAn.I

VxAn.II

VxAn.III

Lily

Pno

El.

Vln

Vla

E.	Gtr	1

E.	Gtr	2

Cb.

R.	Pno




 

	

scratch	strings	with	pick

break	the	second	jar break	the	third	jar

bow	on	bridge

sul	pont. ord.

more	sul	pont. bow	on	bridge

sul	pont

bow	on	bridge

more	sul	pont.

bow	on	bridge

scordatura
C#down	qt

scord.	Cqt^	up	to	C#
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senza	vib.

col	legno	tratto
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a l one (n) al ways a lone but to

	sub.



Fl.

Hn	in	F

VxAn.I

VxAn.II

VxAn.III

Lily

Pno

El.

Vln

Vla

E.	Gtr	1

E.	Gtr	2

Cb.

R.	Pno

  

half	pedal scratch	string

break	the	fourth	jar

more	sul	pont.
bow	on	
bridge

sul	pont. ord.

more	sul	pont.

violin	2
(performed	by
composer,	
added	in	post)

more	sul	pont.

bow	on	bridge

more	sul	pont.

scord	C#	down	qt

scord.	Cqt^	up	to	C#
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pizz. pizz.

col	legno	tratto









   





	breathing	in

ss ya hath l

ha

	breathing	in

sh al feth l

ha

	breathing	in

s f l tha l

night be hold me spi rits i am a lone the

	dark	a	little	messy

	dark	a	little	messy

shoot	for	 	actual	sound

Fl.

Hn	in	F

VxAn.I
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VxAn.III

Lily

Pno

El.

Vln

Vla

E.	Gtr	1

E.	Gtr	2

Cb.

R.	Pno

blow	air	through	horn

disbelieving,
almost	sarcastic

quick
scratch

volume	to	zero	(but	reverb	trails) volume	back	up

separate	track(s?),	very	subtle,	lpf,	dark,	distant
could	do	some	things	spatially

(+)

scratch	strings	with	pick

half	hair	half	stick half	hair	half	stick

guitar	scord
C#G#C#EBE
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poco	sul	pont.

sul	tasto
sul	pont.

sul	tasto sul	pont.
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moon is black and face less just like the book says it should




be




ev’ ry new moon
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almost	sarcastic

col	legno	tratto

senza	vib.

strum	quickly	and	quietly	with	 esh	of	thumb

II
senza	vib.
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is a strange man
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ding in the sha dows of the sky
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low	and	ominous
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 	dark	and	breathy
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	noisy	inhales	and	exhales






	noisy	inhales	and	exhales






	noisy	inhales	and	exhales






wind on ly wind





























































	dark	and	breathy
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dark breath	only

air	through	horn

bow	tailpiece

bow	bridge

scratch	strings	with	pick

scordatura	
IV	to	C	natural

dark

low	rumble
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see my heart still works beats like a drum




why was i e ver so stu pid
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whispered
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breathless 	=	115















i think i too much to drink




please if you don’t




mind







let me call a car




ev’ ry bo dy warned me

ev’ ry bo dy warned me




told me not to go










sub.



















sub.







sub.

























sub.
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Vln
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E.	Gtr	2
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R.	Pno

spoken,	parlando	rubato

spoken,	parlando	rubato

spoken,	parlando	rubato

break	the	 fth	jar

p.m.,	gritty	and	dark
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such an ho nor







it has been such an ho nor




honor




such an ho




nor i have to go




but i




e ver the ad ven tu ress al ways
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hos pi tal re cords




at rst i did n’t know i did n’t but i have the hos pi tal re
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hos




pi tal re cords from the




try ing some thing new
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col	legno	tratto 
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hos pi tal hos pi tal

hos pi tal re cords from the next day

next day hos pi tal

and now
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whispered spoken

whispered

whispered

Inhale Exhale In

bow	bridge bow	tailpiece bow	body

bow	body bow	bridge bow	tailpiece

























   

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

52

48 49 50 51 52 53

14 Act	I	Scene	II





 




   

 









   

   

   




      

    


   

     

 


  


 










 


 

 
 









 





            



   







 




   


   






     

   

   






    


 


  




 

  


 



 

 




 


 


 

 

 













 

































- -

con	sord.
pizz.

con	sord.
pizz.

pizz.



     

slow,	deliberate			 	=	50

i will cast the cir cle just like the old book said i will ll it with ro ses

	dark	calm	deliberate

	dark	calm	deliberate
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breath

breath

Ex

eyes
open
inhale

glass
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and sym bols of the dead i will shake the bell i will make the call
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random
harmonic touch	to	mute	strings	inside	near	bridge

bow	body
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mute	off

mute	off
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se ven ty se ven times






se ven ty se ven times






se ven ty se ven times




i will burn the can dles to their nubs



walk se ven ty se ven times with salt spil ling from my hands
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whisper	and	repeat

whisper	and	repeat

whisper	and	repeat

bow	various	parts	of	instrument	for	varied	white	noise

bow	various	parts	of	instrument	for	varied	white	noise

half	hair
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i speak the name i ne ver want to hear a gain there!




i make my self a
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rip rip

whisper	names

whisper	names

whisper	names

fast	and	imprecise

break	the	 rst	jar break	the	second	jar

overpressure	-	
pedal	tones

overpressure	-	pedal	tones
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i am at the edge of things
















































































































Fl.

Hn	in	F

VxAn.I

VxAn.II

VxAn.III

Lily

Pno

Vln

Vla

E.	Gtr	1

E.	Gtr	2

Cb.

R.	Pno

	 	

raise	and	lower	pitch	slightly	in	a	slow,	uneven	wobble

whisper:	the	edge	of	things

inhale spent,	ragged
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whisper:	the	edge	of	things

whisper:	the	edge	of	things
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and so to




night the moon is black to night




the stars are hid den my
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half	hair	half	stick
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	haunted
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(h) hands are full of tears i can not cry and i cast




the cir cle i speak the words
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take a way the fear
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